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WELCOME TO THE TENTH EDITION 

Welcome to the October edition, and thank you poets, scholars and 

teachers, cricketers, gardeners, poppy knitters, cyclists, walkers, 

historians and everyone else who has contributed this month. As we go 

to press – i.e. send an email attachment to Bishop’s Stortford - the 

government has just announced more stringent measures to control the 

imminent second wave. But there’s good news to be celebrated 

nevertheless. Both the school and pre-school are successfully up and 

running, the Tap now has a brand new dining space upstairs and 

playground plans in Stocking Pelham are getting ever closer. Read 

about all these – and more - inside. 

We’d also like to record the decision of Daphne and Colin Hagger to 

close their egg and vegetable stall in Barleycroft End. So many people 

sent their thanks on social media that it seems proper that we spread 

the message even further and wish them well. Their stall has been a 

feature of life in Furneux Pelham for over fifteen years and a real village 

asset. Thank you both! 

And finally, a bit of consumer advice. It seems sensible to keep an eye 

on oil levels as we move through the autumn. One of us has today 

been telephoned by one of the traditional suppliers offering a top-up at 

51 pence a litre, plus VAT. When told that the Oil Club is currently 

selling at precisely half that, there was a momentary silence, and then 

an offer to supply at 25 pence!  It seems good sense to think ahead, 

and never accept the first price offered. 

Contributions to: pelhamscommag@gmail.com  

Cover photo 

A step further afield this month, with a picture of Brent Pelham school 

taken in the early 1900s.  New schools were built in all three Pelhams 

in Victorian times,: this one was built in 1840 with space for 60 children, 

that in Stocking  (now the village Hall) was built in 1872 with space for 

40, and that in Furneux was built in 1874, for a maximum of 130. The 

school in Stocking closed in 1918 as a result of falling numbers. Brent 

Pelham school closed in 1962 and Furneux Pelham transferred into its 

current building in 1974.  

mailto:pelhamscommag@gmail.com
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Royal British Legion 2020 Poppy Appeal 

Unfortunately, due to the Covid-19 pandemic, individual collectors will 

not be involved this year. The British Legion has been in contact with 

shops to make new arrangements. Some will be inviting customers to 

round up their bills in favour of the Poppy Appeal or merchandise will 

be available in store, at counters for anyone who wishes to donate. For 

a much wider choice, merchandise is also available from the Poppy 

Shop by visiting www.britishlegion.org.uk 

Knitted poppies will be available to buy from me, either from 

Whitebarns Honesty stall or from Number 5 Whitebarns. Purple 

poppies will also be available as a symbol of remembrance for animals 

who have served in wartime. Details of the Remembrance Day Service, 

once finalised, will be published in the next Community Magazine. If 

you need to pre order any knitted poppies or need any further 

information regarding the arrangements the British Legion have made, 

please contact me on tabayford@hotmail.co.uk  

Thank you for your support 

Tracey Bayford 

 

Furneux Pelham Village Hall 

In agreement with our insurers, the village hall will remain closed until 

further notice. Our insurers require access to be limited to trustees for 

the purpose of making building inspections and any necessary repairs.  

We are monitoring COVID requirements and will let you know when 

there are any changes that will allow the re-opening of the village hall. 

Thank you all for your patience and understanding. 

Furneux Pelham Village Hall Trustees 
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Furneux Pelham School News 
We have had a wonderful start to the academic year here at Furneux 

Pelham School.  We have welcomed back all children into two 

bubbles which has enabled us to return to as much normality for the 

children as possible.  It has been fantastic to be learning, playing and 

just being together again.   

A fresh start 

On Thursday 3rd September all pupils returned to 

school.  The school is split into an upper bubble 

(Year 4, 5 and 6) and a lower bubble (Reception to 

Year 3).   Government guidance states that pupils 

within these bubbles do not need to social distance, 

which has meant that we have been able to return 

to many school activities as normal, we just do it 

within our separate bubbles.  This means that our 

classrooms function as they always have, we have 

lunches as we normally would and the children 

have playtimes and lunchtimes which are 

almost as they remember them.  It has been 

fantastic for all of us to return to a  

regular routine, whilst also adhering to all 

guidance to keep everyone in our school 

community safe and health.   

  

It was weird learning at 

home; now we’ve come 

back to school it’s been 

exciting to see my 

friends.  I’ve found it fun 

to see my school again 

and to be learning 

together like we were 

before. 

George, Year 6 
Upper Bubble 

 

It was good to see my friends when 
we came back to school.   
We had all my favourite subjects on 
the first day, which was the best 
thing ever! 
 
Emily, Year 3 
Lower Bubble 
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Tea Timers 

The new term has seen the launch of our after 

school club – Tea Timers.  The club has been 

brilliantly led by Mrs. Hagger and she has 

asked some of her regulars to write all about 

the new club!  They are also revealing their 

new logo, which the children designed 

themselves. 

There is a new club at Furneux Pelham 
School. It is called Tea Timers (we named it 
ourselves). At Tea Timers we do lots of fun 
things. We bake, play outside, play games 
and do colouring. We also make and eat our 
own Tea, like Beans on Toast, we also get to 
do the washing up. 

Matilda, Arthur and 
Lawrence 

Here We Are 

We have started the term with a whole school book – 

Here We Are by Oliver Jeffers.  The book is a set of 

notes for others to read to understand all about our 

planet.  This has given us a wonderful opportunity to 

write a whole range of different texts – letters to MPs, 

space poetry, posters, reports, informal letters, public 

awareness campaigns… 

In addition, it has given the children time to consider and write about issues 

that they themselves identified as pertinent issues both now and during 

lockdown – including our environment and Black Lives Matter. 

I have three children who attend Tea Timers twice a 
week. It has become the highlight of their week and 
something they very much look forward to. They 
thoroughly enjoy the activities on offer. Their 
favourites include baking, using the school field and 
track to have a run around, crafts and of course 
cooking their tea and then eating it! 
 
A parent of regular Tea Timers 
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Calendar of Services for St Mary’s Furneux Pelham and 
St Mary’s Stocking Pelham 

Note - church building is currently closed, only opening for services 
Sunday 4th Oct  Trinity 17 
9.30 am  BCP Holy Communion   Furneux Pelham 
11.15 am  All Age Holy Communion Braughing 
   (Harvest) 
 

Sunday 11th Oct  Trinity 18 
10.00 am  All Age Family Worship  Braughing 
11.15 am  Holy Communion  Furneux Pelham 
 

Sunday 18th Oct  Trinity 19 
09.30 am  Café Church   Furneux Pelham 
11.15 am  Holy Communion   Braughing 
 

Sunday 25th Oct  Trinity 20 
9.30 am  Holy Communion  Braughing 
11.15 am  Morning Worship   Furneux Pelham 
 

If you are unable or would prefer not to come to services in the church 
building, it’s possible to follow some of our services on zoom. Contact the 
Parish Office for more information (churchoffice@braughing.org.uk).  
Note – Office is currently not receiving phone calls – emails only. 

St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham and St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham are part of a 

Benefice of three churches which also include St Mary’s, Braughing. 

The Rector for all three churches is Rev’d Julie Gawthrope, 
vicar@braughing.org.uk | 01920 823532 | 1 Pentlows, Braughing, SG11 2QD 
Please note her usual day off is Friday. 

Follow the churches on Facebook (St Mary the Virgin – Braughing, Furneux 
Pelham & Stocking Pelham) or catch up on past services via the “St Mary’s, 
BFPSP” YouTube channel. 

St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham Churchwardens: Mrs J Bailey (01279) 777454,  
Mr R Taylor (01279) 777593 

St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham Churchwardens – vacant   

(Please contact Malcolm Ewen in the absence of the Rector – (01279) 777530) 

Remember – Furneux Pelham’s Annual Parochial Church Meeting is on 

Wednesday, 14th October at 7 pm in the Church. Everyone in the Parish is 

invited. Help also requested – see next page 

mailto:churchoffice@braughing.org.uk
mailto:vicar@braughing.org.uk
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Autumn 

Autumn is coming oh what a year!!! 

everything changed that we held most dear, 

Visiting loved ones holding them close, 

the one thing most of us missed the most. 

Going on holiday seeing our friends, 

wedding's and lunches the list never ends, 

going for walks apart not together!!! 

shopping with masks on well I never!!!. 

So back to Autumn the golden season, 

this has got to be one good reason, 

to enjoy its beauty for its colours are bold, 

reds & yellow's brown & gold, 

Chicks have long since left their nest, 

gardens are looking past their best, 

but an Indian summer can be sublime, 

a chance of warmth before winter time. 

Hedges & bushes all need a haircut, 

well who'd have thought they would all grow that much!!! 

once they are done they will all look slimmer, 

so don't just sit there get out the trimmer!!!. 

Margaret Palmer 
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Shot in the woods 
Henry Judd, a wealthy farmer, had been accustomed to renting 

Stocking Pelham Hall Farm for over forty years, but when his lease 

came up for review in 1784 he declined the new terms proposed by his 

landlord Nicholson Calvert. Very soon afterwards, Judd changed his 

mind and went back to Calvert to accept the new terms but he was too 

late: Calvert had already let the farm to a new tenant, George Sworder. 

Judd co-operated in the handover and showed every sign of accepting 

the situation, showing Sworder over the property and selling several 

pieces of farming machinery to him before retiring to his mansion at 

Stansted Mountfitchet. 

Three years later Sworder began to suffer regular attacks on Stocking 

Pelham Hall Farm. Windows were broken, fences torn up, holes made 

in his walls and outhouses set on fire. Sworder provided several of his 

staff with firearms and posted a round-the-clock watch.  

In the summer of 1787, eight local men were charged with breaking into 

Sworder’s house with intent to commit a felony. Their gang had been 

even larger, as before their trial they confessed that two of their number 

had been so grievously wounded by Sworder’s armed men that they 

had died and been covertly buried in nearby woods. Six of the surviving 

gang, were sentenced to death, but a reconsideration of the evidence 

led to their sentence being reduced to transportation to Botany Bay, 

Australia. 

The attacks nevertheless continued. At Christmas 1787, a sack of 

wheat was stolen from Sworder’s stable by forcing an entry through a 

window with a three-pronged dung fork. Footsteps in the lying snow led 

to the house of Nathaniel Rand, a charcoal-burner described in 

newspapers as ‘a poor, ignorant and almost superannuated clown’. The 

sack of wheat was found, buried by the side of Rand’s house under a 

mound of snow. Rand – whose brother Richard had been one of those 

transported to Australia - strongly and persuasively protested his 

innocence and was left alone, but later the same night, in what they 

thought was a thick mist that turned out to be smoke,  Sworder’s 

guards saw a ‘cock’ or stack of unthreshed wheat on fire in a nearby 

field. Very similar footprints were found in the snow, again leading to 

Rand’s house. The next day, the soles of Rand’s boots were examined, 



 

9 

in an effort to prove that he was the culprit, but by then the snow had 

melted and the boots and footprints could no longer be compared.  

Two days later, two local boys, Thomas Saville and Matthew Skipp, 

came forward and claimed that Rand had been paid by Mr Judd to do 

mischief to Mr Sworder. Skipp recounted that he had been returning 

from Berden with Rand one day, when they met Judd, waiting on 

horseback at a junction in Stocking Pelham. Rand told Skipp to keep 

going and leave them alone to talk, but Skipp went only a few steps 

and hid in a ditch. Eavesdropping on the conversation, he alleged that 

he heard Judd say “Well Rand, do you keep on with Sworder as you 

began?”. “Yes Mr Judd, I do” “Rand apparently replied. Judd then 

reached into his pocket, saying “here is a guinea for you. Keep on with 

Sworder as you have done before. Do him all the mischief you can, but 

don’t kill him.” After Judd had gone, Skipp told Rand that he had 

overheard the conversation and said that Rand then promised him a 

crown if he kept quiet.  

The statements of both boys were called into question by Judd’s legal 

advisers, who claimed they were ignorant and not to be trusted. That of 

Thomas Saville was dismissed as contradictory, but Skipp’s account of 

the meeting persuaded Rand to confess his involvement and he was 

committed for trial. A warrant was then issued to apprehend Judd, who 

was initially allowed to reside at his own home. Eventually eleven 

justices of the county committed him to Hertford Gaol.  Judd was given 

bail - £1000 from himself and £500 each from four others – an 

astonishing amount for the time, equivalent to about £130,000 today. 

Judd’s legal representatives then argued at the King’s Bench that 

Judd’s involvement in the firing of what was described in the indictment 

as a ‘parcel’ of unthreshed wheat did not constitute a felony, as a 

‘parcel’ was neither a ‘cock’. ‘mow’, or ‘stack’ of corn as required by the 

law and that Rand, and not he, had acted feloniously in the firing.  

The trial in Hertford lasted from nine o’clock in the morning until almost 

the same hour in the evening. At its conclusion, where Rand was not 

represented by counsel, but the judge carefully explained the evidence 

to the jury, who retired for ten minutes and returned a verdict of guilty 

against Rand and not guilty of a lesser charge against Judd. Nathaniel 

Rand was sentenced to death and Henry Judd acquitted.  

Furneux Pelham History Group  
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Cricket reports…..combined report for BS & LH 
On a day that was hotter than a sauna in Hell, SP headed to the rarefied 
heights of Bishops Stortford CC for a 35 over match. Paul lost the toss and 
SP were made to field under the midday (ish) sun - this was annoying on 
many levels as not only was it ridiculously hot (did I mention that?), but in 
recent weeks it’s become clear that SP are better at defending a score 
than chasing one.  The Foster family was divided with Dad Ant and 
younger son Ben taking the field for SP, while older son Matt opened the 
batting for BS. Despite the heat and humidity being more oppressive than 
a Cold War Dictator, SP put on a decent performance, limiting the home 
side to a challenging, but achievable 187. Star of the show was youngster 
Ben Foster who picked up 3 wickets - if memory serves me correct a 
stumping, clean bowled and a lovely diving catch by Jason who darted in 
from first slip to take the catch after Mark at wicket keeper remained 
motionless, coming to the conclusion that moving a bit was too much like 
hard work. Jason also excelled with the ball, claiming two wickets - one 
bowled and another thanks to a smart bit of fielding I think by Ben at 
backward square leg. He would have had another wicket had Mark not 
leapt across John at first slip in a vain effort to make a catch, but only 
resulting in John being blinded - and probably surprised that Mark could 
actually move that far - and the ball hitting the deck. In fact catching wasn’t 
SP forte on this hot day with Captain Paul, normally Mr Safehands, the 
main culprit putting down three chances (sorry to bring this up Skip), 
though he did make it up a bit by claiming a wicket during his bowling stint. 
Other bowling exploits included a tidy spell from John that included 2 
wickets - bowled and caught and bowled, meanwhile some smart fielding 
from Eric resulted in Mark claiming a run out. So 187 was the target after 
another pack up, socially distanced tea in the welcome shade. 

In reply SP were always behind the run rate, not helped by the early wicket 
of ‘man in form’ Joe, who I think holed out after being tempted by a ball 
that deserved to be hit, but sadly not straight up in the air. Michael and 
John steadied the ship but were both bowled for 15 and 26 respectively. 
However, the batting hero was Eric. Making his seasonal debut his batting 
blade shone in the now fading sun as he flailed the opposition to all 
corners of the ground yet remained resolute in defence when required - 
maybe he can give his dad a few tips. With no one, with the exception of a 
creditable 10 from Ali, bothering to trouble the scorer Eric was left to make 
the score respectable, which he duly did. SP finished about 20 odd runs 
short with Eric not out on 44. 

Beers were consumed on the main pitch afterwards and everyone agreed 
it was a fine day, albeit everyone probably lost about a stone in sweat 
which is a lovely thought to consider as your read this. 
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After rain caused the match against Sandon to be cancelled, SP’s next 
match was another away game at Little Hallingbury. Again, we lost the 
toss, no surprise, though perhaps for the first time in cricketing history a 
pencil sharpener was used as the ‘coin’ for the toss. I’m expecting this to 
be chronicled in Wisden. SP were sent into the field and is often the case 
at LH the pitch was hard and the outfield fast. SP didn’t make the most 
auspicious of starts with the first over being a mix of poor fielding and 
comedy. Mark let past 5 byes, Ali hadn’t quite got his radar working 
resulting in a few extras and Colin managed to perform a comedic tumble 
that had anyone filmed it would have meant a nifty £250 from ‘You’ve Been 
Framed’ (if of course that still exists?). For a while, things didn’t get much 
better as both openers settled in and took advantage of the fast outfield - 
mere forward defensive shots were racing for 4. Eventually Paul White 
made the breakthrough, bowling one opener with a lovely one that moved 
in and re-arranged his stumps. Then a moment of controversy. The new 
Number 3 batsman went for a risky 2 and Joe banged the ball in from mid 
off and Mark duly whipped off the bails. By common consensus - in other 
words everybody who had eyes, hadn’t been to Barnard Castle recently 
and was within a mile of the cricket ground - saw that the batsman was out 
by a good 6 inches. Sadly the square leg umpire disagreed. This wouldn’t 
have been too annoying had the batsman not gone on to hit 95. To make 
matters worse he was also dropped (Paul was this drop number 4 in 2 
games?). Joe picked up their other opener thanks to stumping by Mark, 
the legend that is Kelvin bowled one and ‘guest player’ Barnard (sorry can’t 
remember his first name) bowled his first over in many a year, the 
aforementioned Number 3 eventually falling for 95 with Paul White taking 
the catch - Halle-bloody - lujah! There was some tidy bowling also from 
Joe, John and Paul Wood and a ‘mention in dispatches’ for Will Sharman 
who bowled 2 ‘bonus’ overs and claimed 3 wickets - bowled, one caught 
by John in the slips and one caught by Mark (his Dad) who would never 
have heard the end of it if he’d dropped it. 189 was the target off 30 overs. 

Everyone retired for tea, during which the Heaven’s opened and the start 
of play was delayed for a good 20 mins, but more crucially for SP the fast 
outfield went from being a road, to more akin to a ploughed field. 

Things started badly with Joe running out opening partner John, but this 
must have steeled him as he went on to hit 54 - surely the batting trophy 
already has his name on it? He was going well until falling to a comedy 
stumping that involved fumbles, the ball being dropped several times and 
the wicket keeper eventually demolishing the stumps while scrambling on 
the floor. Cricket was not the winner. Michael hit some nice shots in his 15 
before being caught behind, but the only other batsman to really get in was 
Paul Wood who smashed a creditable 25. In fairness with the slow outfield 
and some poor shots by many (I won’t dwell on my particular part in the 
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batting collapse) SP were never really in the fight, however it was a good 
game with SP finishing on 141. However, there was one additional side 
note. One of the LH bowlers had a very questionable action which was 
more suited to Baseball than Cricket. He made Muttiah Muralitharan look 
like he had a straight bowling action. It was more crooked than a Robert 
Jenrick housing deal with a Media mogul Millionaire. At the time Paul 
Wood was umpiring and placed in the unenviable position of whether to ‘no 
ball’ him or not, which is clearly difficult in a friendly village game. In the 
end he decided upon the sensible action to have a quiet word with the LH 
captain. On informing the skipper that the arm was somewhat wonky, he 
half expected an apologetic reply and the bowler to be changed. Instead 
the captain just replied ‘we know’ and proceeded to allow him to bowl his 
full allocated overs.  The Spirit of Cricket lives on!!!! 

The local pub was closed so most retired to the Three Tuns in Stortford for 
some beers in late evening rain. 
 

Stocking Pelham Cricket Club taken after their 

recent emphatic victory over Little Hadham 

 

Back row (left to right):-  Jason Coombs, John Albon, Paul Dommett, Paul 

White, Tom Reeve, Mark Sharman.  Front row:- Ali Bratt, Joe Lane,  

Will Dommett, Will Sharman, Mike Thorpe, Colin Berthoud. 
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To: Editor 

From: Pelhams’ Potting Shed correspondent 

Can’t help noticing that the mornings are getting decidedly nippy.   

Heavy dew makes the potting shed a somewhat damp and chilly place 

to be in the mornings and the footprints of my delicate size 6.5 

gardening clogs can be traced wandering aimlessly all over the lawn. 

No doubt about it, autumn is on its way, to be followed by the dreaded 

dark of winter which is enough to dampen not only the potting shed 

but also the spirits of your Potting Shed Correspondent. 

Now no whingeing, I hear you say.   Greet the change of seasons with a 

positive frame of mind and it can indeed be a season of mists and 

mellow fruitfulness.  Indeed? 

Right.  Since I seem to be on the mailing list of every seed catalogue in 

the British Isles, I shall use at least one of them productively and 

consult their pages for advice on Important Jobs to do in October.   I 

have to say, it’s a fairly mixed bag. 

1. Divide herbaceous perennials 

2. Clear out the water butt 

3. Hang any unripe tomatoes or peppers upside down 

4. Cut back asparagus foliage 

5. Finish picking french beans 

Now, the division of herbaceous perennials can tax the muscles of even 

the hardiest and beefiest PSC.   Should I attack the day lilies, or the 

lysimachia which is tangled up with the lilac?   The wood geraniums 

need sorting out and please don’t even start on the acanthus.  I might 

need some fortification of the liquid variety before I try anything so 

exacting. 

Maybe I’ll move on down the list while I think about it. 

Clear out the water butt?    Simple, no.   

Hang tomatoes upside down?  For a fleeting moment consider this as a 

possibility for dealing with  Small Child who came to visit, insisted on 
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playing hide and seek and left me under the asparagus ferns while it 

went inside, having thought of something more interesting to do. 

Cut down asparagus ferns.   That’s a definite yes so I won’t be tempted 

to hide under them next time…dear reader, you should know that it’s a 

very itchy and sneezy place to hide. 

Finish picking french beans?   To say this was a lean year for beans 

under my care is putting it mildly.   Plants were ravaged by black fly and 

the plants never recovered.  Still, it does mean that I can count job no. 

5 as having been completed successfully as I picked my last French 

bean in August. 

Which leaves the herbaceous perennials weighing on my mind.   But I 

do notice that it’s getting on for time for a glass of something and 

therefore I might not have enough time to finish the job.   And no one 

likes an unfinished job do they?     So I might just have to leave it for 

another day….. 

Your Potting Shed Correspondent. 

Stocking Pelham Parish Council 

A brief summary of the September meeting for the Parish Council held 

on Thursday 16th September 2020 using zoom video conferencing, the 

full minutes of which can be viewed online after approval and 

signature. 

Present: Cllrs Louise Balaam, Colin Berthoud, Andy Brown (Vice 

chairman), Daniel Horn, Michael Hutchins (Chairman) and Clerk Riikka 

Berthoud. Paul Lucas sent his apologies. There were no members of 

the public present. 

Cllr Hutchins reported that the Parish Council was there to help any 

vulnerable residents of Stocking Pelham and that a notice would be 

posted on the village Facebook page as a reminder. He also reported 

that the recent Social Connection and Technology survey had received 

more than 250 replies. Additionally, Clarion housing is starting a 

scheme with local authorities (including East Herts) to help 
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disadvantaged people that have no access to the internet via a 

computer to aid them gain access and help during the COVID 

pandemic. The plan is to supply second-hand refurbished computers 

and provide training. 

Cllr Brown has investigated funding options for the playground project 

of which several are available. The recent post on Facebook showed 

favourable interest in the project. Cllrs Brown and Balaam suggested a 

phased approach with a few items initially to gauge interest and usage. 

They are to arrange a meeting on site with a village hall representative, 

and anyone else in the village who wishes to attend to discuss ideas. 

Cllr Brown reported that a footpath sign behind Cockswood had fallen 

down and East Herts Council (EHC) have been notified. He also 

contacted EHC to investigate the recent surge of HGV traffic though the 

village and was informed it was lorries taking material from the A120 

bypass building works. The traffic has now ceased but East Herts 

Council should be informed of a recurrence. 

There were no new planning applications. 

Cllr. Berthoud suggested a reminder be circulated regarding the 

deadline for lodging objections to the appeal for the discharge of the 

106 obligations for the pub. 

Clerk Riikka Berthoud produced the quarterly financial statement 

which was duly noted. 

Next meeting will be on Wednesday 14 October 2020 at 6.30pm on 

Zoom. 

Mike Hutchins - Chair, SPPC 

www.stockingpelhampc.org.uk 

 

  

http://www.stockingpelhampc.org.uk/
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Beds & Herts Historic Churches Trust Bike n’ Hike  

A very big thank you to all who supported us whose sponsorship 

amounted to an amazing £870, half of which will be retained by the 

Trust and the other half will go towards the Furneux Church Roof Fund. 

This year I was joined by my family seen here, raring to go just before 

the off. Despite gale force winds (they felt like it to me), a mechanical 

issue with Sophie’s bike and Maddie making the acquaintance with a 

bed of stinging nettles we battled the formidable Col de Wyddial and 

managed just over 30k, well it sounds better that way and “bagged” 12 

churches. Thanks to Jane who provided the support crew and catering 

manager. 

The Trust has provided funds for our various restoration projects over 

many years and I am pleased that we can reciprocate in this way. 

 

Yes, there were eight of us, but the covid 19 “rule of six” did not come 

into force until the next day! 

David Bailey 
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Furneux Pelham Parish Council  

Key points from the last virtual meeting on Thursday 3rd September were: 
 

• East Herts Council (EHC) have an active investigation in progress in 
relation to the pallet yard; 

• a number of posts in the Allotment fence are rotten and it was agreed 
that new posts will be inserted next to the rotten ones and attached to 
the existing fencing. Quote for the work to be obtained and this will be 
funded from this year’s New Homes Bonus; 

• a Cllr vacancy still exists, and anyone interested in being co-opted to 
fill this vacancy can apply with further information and forms available 
from the Clerk. The deadline for applications is the 23rd October; 

• the current financial position was noted. It was also agreed that the 
fund established for maintaining the Allotment fence was no longer 
needed and would be returned to the general balance so the forward 
financial plan would be revised accordingly; 

• the Police report highlighted that no crimes had been reported 
between 26th July and 26th August; 

• EHC Ward Cllr provided an update on planning reforms, local 
government devolution, EHC’s financial position and progress on 
capital projects; 

• Planning activity was noted; 

• a number of footpath signs will be replaced by Herts County Council in 
the coming months across the parish; 

• a resident has raised concern with the local MP and the relevant 
Government Department regarding the risk that sewage sludge spread 
on local fields contains the COVID virus; and 

• residents are still concerned about speeding along Barleycroft End 
and this has been reported to the Police via ECHO. 

 
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on Thursday 5th November at a 
new time of 7.00pm via Zoom.  
 
Meetings are open to all village residents. Further information is available on 
the Parish Council website www.furneuxpelham.org.uk. 
 

A120 roadworks 
Remember….A number of temporary traffic lights remain in operation 

on the A120 and there will be full weekend closures – subject to 

change but now currently 16th to 19th October, 23rd to 26th October and 

30th October to 2nd November – from 10 pm Friday night to 5 am 

Monday morning. (Check https://one.network/ for updates) 

http://www.furneuxpelham.org.uk/
https://one.network/
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Furneux Pelham and Patmore Heath: a circular walk 

The starting point is footpath number 11, which goes off the road to 

Braughing near its junction with The Causeway, not far from Pheasant 

Cottage. 

Follow the path through two fields up to the Albury road. Turn right and 

walk along the road for a short distance then take the footpath on the left 

that goes along the side of a house called Touchwood. At the end of the 

property boundary the path goes diagonally across the field and then 

between some houses on to Patmore Heath, emerging on the road 

almost opposite the heath information board and a bench. 

Historical note 

To the left at the top of the heath is Mill House, once the site of a windmill 

that was built in 1857. It was a brick-built tower mill comprising a six 

storey tower, four sails and 3 pairs of stones. The mill was struck by 

lightning in 1919 and demolished in 1921. 

Follow the central path across the heath, bearing right at the ‘cross roads’ 

and continuing to the corner of the heath, opposite Hitch Cottage. There 

is a footpath that goes in front of the cottage – this is Itch Lane recorded 

as Hytche Lane in 1589. Just beyond the cottage another footpath goes 

off to the left, but keep on Itch Lane by bearing right. 

Historical note 

In the fork of these two paths, behind the trees are the remains of a 

mission chapel built in the late nineteenth century. It could accommodate 

a congregation of 150 people. 

Itch Lane comes out in Albury by the post box and noticeboard. Turn left. 

The building on the left was once Caton’s Stores. Cross the road and 

follow the footpath to the side of the farm down to a field. Go straight on, 

crossing the River Ash and then turn right keeping to the edge of the field 

and up hill with a wood on the right. At the top, turn right. 

Historical note 

This wood was named Ypres by the Glyn family of Albury Hall. Further 

on, on the left is Munich Wood and the beyond is Suez. 
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Follow the path through Ypres Wood, down a dip and up again to a track. 

Go straight across following the path into and through a copse called 

Oaken Spring. Where the path meets another footpath turn right. 

Continue on the path until it meets the road to Braughing near a house 

called Little Mead. Turn right and follow the road back to the starting 

point. 

Take a breather on the bench and enjoy the view over Patient End. 

Historical note 

Patient End was Paynston Ende in the 1500s and the land of one Payn, 

or Pagan, in the 1086 Domesday survey.  
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‘Don’t Kill Granny’ 
Coronavirus has dominated 2020 and some are now saying that you are more 
likely to die from flu. There are so many different theories about why there’s 
been a rise of cases not only locally in Hertfordshire, nationally and 
internationally.  History will give a good insight and when the academia learns 
more about Covid–19 we will have a better understanding. In the meantime, 
it is up to us individually and collectively to ensure we do what we can to 
eliminate this infectious disease. 

It is critical that everybody observes the following key behaviours: 

• HANDS - Wash your hands regularly and for 20 seconds. 

• FACE - Wear a face covering in indoor settings where social distancing 
may be difficult, and where you will come into contact with people 
you do not normally meet. 

• SPACE - Stay 2 metres apart from people you do not live with where 
possible, or 1 metre with extra precautions in place (such as wearing 
face coverings or increasing ventilation indoors). 

If we all do our bit, the sooner we can put this behind us. 

Flu jab – if you fall within the vulnerable and elderly group/s, please ensure 
you get a flu jab as soon as possible. 

Wishing you all good health. 

Social Connection & Internet Access Survey  
Thank you to all who took the time and responded to the survey, results are 
currently being analysed. 

 

County Cllr Graham McAndrew  
E: graham.mcandrew@hertfordshire.gov.uk 

Please log all highway faults at www.hertsdirect.org/faultreporting/ 

 

  

mailto:graham.mcandrew@hertfordshire.gov.uk
http://www.hertsdirect.org/faultreporting/
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The love of dogs 

Dave & me have a little brown jug, 

a cross between a Jack russell & a pug, 

the joy she brought is beyond compare, 

when we were struggling in despair, 

with the loss of our beloved Pepper, 

our love for him was beyond all measure. 

He was no bigger than a mouse, 

when he came to live within the house, 

he joined us on our holidays, 

the years sped by so many days, 

then time came to say goodbye, 

with broken hearts we watched him die. 

But memories can never fade, 

a new dog came to fill our days, 

so much fun joy & laughter, 

we know it’s not forever after!!! 

She flies at the tv when she sees a dog, 

a cat or chicken or even a frog, 

what right have you to invade my space!!!  
this is my home now such a disgrace. 

They all deserve a second chance, 

her life before was not enhanced, 

with joy & love but she has it now, 

this we take a solemn vow. 

Margaret Palmer  

 

  



 

22 

THE HUNDRED PARISHES SOCIETY 

In these strange times we have seen people unable to attend their place 

of work. Many have been supported by a furlough scheme. Over the 

years, governments have taken various steps to care for the poor and 

those unable to work. 

The Act for the Relief of the Poor of 1601 made parishes legally 

responsible for parishioners who could not work. Most assistance was 

given as “outdoor relief”, meaning financial help but with people able to 

remain in their own homes.  

The Workhouse Test Act of 1723 obliged anyone seeking relief to enter a 

workhouse operated by the parish. Several of these buildings have 

survived including those at Ashdon, Clavering, Finchingfield, Newport and 

Stanstead Abbotts. 

Under the Poor Law Amendment Act of 1834 individual parishes were 

grouped together in a Poor Law Union which was responsible for 

constructing and operating a central “Union” workhouse for the larger 

area. Many survive and have been re-purposed. 

Great Dunmow‘s Union workhouse has changed very little in appearance 

since it was built in 1838 at a cost of £8,000 to house 350 inmates. One of 

the architects, George Gilbert Scott was a prolific workhouse designer 

who later designed the Albert Memorial and St Pancras Station.   

The Union workhouse at Buntingford was built in 1836 to house 160 

people from 16 surrounding parishes. It closed in 1933 and was 

subsequently converted to private houses and apartments. 

Linton built its workhouse in 1837 in Symonds Lane to accommodate 230 

inmates. Today it is a retirement home. 

Saffron Walden’s workhouse, built in 1836 for 340 inmates, became a 

hospital and is now apartments. 

Life in the workhouse was hard; families were split, husbands separated 

from wives and parents from their children - a stark contrast to today’s 

benefits systems. 

Ken McDonald, Secretary 

www.hundredparishes.org.uk 

http://www.hundredparishes.org.uk/
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WEATHER REPORT: AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2020 

During the second half of August it was quite wet, with 26mm on the 27th 

followed by 27mm the next day. 

During September it has been very dry with no rain at all, except on the 2nd 

and 3rd when we had 4mm in total. The total rainfall during the last month 

was 89.1mm. 

It was very cold over the Bank Holiday weekend, reaching 13c maximum on 

August 30th. I think that the Met office said that it was the coldest Bank 

Holiday on record as against last years’ which was the hottest. It just shows 

how variable our weather is. The rest of the period has been pretty consistent 

with generally what most people think of quite pleasant day time 

temperatures. 

Janet Birch  

 

 

 

Are you keeping up with the jargon? After ‘social distancing’, ‘vector 

of disease’, ‘furlough’ ‘hands, face, space’, ‘moonshot’ ‘rule of six’ and 

‘circuit break’, our cricketers have come up with another. Current rules 

require players to sanitise hands every six overs, to prevent the ball 

transmitting the virus. At a recent village game, we heard the umpire 

note this imminent requirement with the words “Gentlemen, time for 

slime”. Though we don’t think we’ll hear it at Lord’s any time soon.  
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Our   Pub 

A pub is the hub of village life 
Ours came up trumps in a moment of strife. 
It grew like Topsy along the way 
Our COVID gain one could almost say, 
With shop, pizza oven and take away. 
Fab garden with sail to protect from the sun, 
Igloos for shelter and play area for fun. 

Now Autumn looms and winter is near 
But, dear Furneux Friends never you fear. 
A new dining room at the top of the pub, 
A lovely space to enjoy wonderful grub. 
So lets raise a cheer and doff the hat, 
To Lucy, her team and head chef Matt! 

         Linda Gale  
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IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE CONTENTS OF THIS 

MAGAZINE, PLEASE EMAIL COPY TO 

pelhamscommag@gmail.com BY THE 15th OF THE MONTH. 

Please send in your news, details of events or reports about 

what’s been going on.  

The team producing this community magazine reserves the right 

to adjust formatting or to not print any article that it considers to 

be inappropriate or discriminatory. In addition, the team does not 

necessarily agree or disagree with the opinions aired in any article 

printed. 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO PLACE AN ADVERT IN THIS MAGAZINE, 

PLEASE EMAIL ADVERT TO pelhamscommag@gmail.com BY THE 

15th OF THE MONTH. 

Commercial advertising rates per annum: 
1

4
 page £30 | 

1

2
 page £60 | full page £120 per annum.  

Invoices will be issued upon receipt of advert. 

If you are a voluntary or charitable organisation in Furneux 

Pelham or Stocking Pelham, we will advertise your fundraising 

event for free, up to a page - subject to space available. 

Voluntary or charitable organisations outside the village - £10 per 

event. 

mailto:pelhamscommag@gmail.com
mailto:pelhamscommag@gmail.com

